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BREAKWATER ROCK BY BRUCE LAWDER

                                                      	     Poems

Breakwater Rock is a book of exits and entrances, and equally important, of the bridge that is the critical experience between the two. Born of an epiphany the author experienced as he was wheeled into surgery in a Swiss hospital, Lawder saw how to overcome space and time and bring together the two halves of his life lived in Switzerland and the U.S. Lawder later described this process as putting back together “the two tectonic plates of my life.” The results of this fearless effort of reclamation are poems of superb lyric and contemplative insight.

Little Collage
			 – Pray you, draw homewards.

Once more to walk the place,
tongues in the trees,
books in the running brooks,
as if there were
no enemy
but winter and rough weather.

Exile from exile,
free at last of war – 
color it blossom, color
it fall,
each leaf a letter,
silence over all.
 

American Bruce Lawder divides his time between an apartment in Switzerland and a house in France. He writes poems, stories, plays, and occasional essays on poetry, and has published articles on painting in the catalogs of many major museums in France, Germany, Austria, and Switzerland. A teacher, Lawdor was also a regular actor at the Charles Street Playhouse in Boston, Massachusetts. He is the author of five previous volumes of poetry, including Shorelines (2023 and Dwarf Stories 2024) from Homestead Lighthouse Press and a book of essays, Vers le vers. His most recent play, Computer Time, was performed at the American Theatre of Actors in New York City in 2022.
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